SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF INFORMATION STUDIES
LIS PROGRAM GUIDING COUNCIL BYLAWS

PURPOSE OF THE GUIDING COUNCIL

The purpose of the LIS Program Guiding Council is to review the Library and Information Science
Program, to study and evaluate information collected on the program’s impact, to make
recommendations for future courses of action and to serve in an advisory and advocacy capacity. The
Guiding Council will review documents for ALA Accreditation and may be asked to meet with the
External Review Team.

The LIS Guiding Council is an outgrowth of the LIS Advisory Council, which was an ad hoc group
formed in 2011 to give input into the program. The change to a Guiding Council provides more
structure for the group including terms of service.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the LIS Program Guiding Council shall consist of regular members, with a minimum
of 10 people in total. Members of the LIS Guiding Council may include:

iSchool members:

Dean of the School of Information Studies
Director of the iSchool LIS Program
Manager of the iSchool LIS program

One (1) LIS faculty member

One (1) LIS adjunct faculty member

Student/Alumni members:
e Two (2) alumni of the iSchool LIS Program
e Current president of the SU ALA Student Chapter
e One current LIS distance/online student

Non-iSchool affiliate members:

Executive director of a NYS-based library consortium

Two (2) public library directors

One (1) academic library director

One (1) corporate librarian or independent information professional
Dean of the SU Library

Manager or director in a non-library cultural heritage organization

Ex officio members may be appointed to the Guiding Council to provide additional input as needed.

! A distance student is someone who began his/her program with the summer “boot camp” and has taken the major of
his/her classes online.
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TERMS OF OFFICE

e Regular members shall serve for three (3) consecutive years, and may be reappointed for
additional terms. New members shall be appointed by the Director of the Library and
Information Science Program, in consultation with the Dean of the School of Information
Studies, iSchool LIS faculty, and other members of the Guiding Council.

e Student members will serve for one year.

e When appointed, ex officio members are given one (1) year terms. They may be reappointed.

e The initial members for the LIS Guiding Council were given staggered terms, so that all
member terms did not expire simultaneously.

OFFICERS

The Council shall have a chairperson who shall preside at meetings, sign any necessary documents,
and approve the agenda. The chairperson shall be elected for a one-year term, and may be re-elected.

A student, who is not a member of the Council, will be hired for each meeting to take minutes of the
meeting. By using someone who is not on the Council, Council members will be able to focus on the
tasks at hand.

MEETINGS

The LIS Program Guiding Council shall hold at least one meeting each year either face-to-face, via
audio/video conference call, or a combination of both. Special meetings may be held as necessary.
The annual meeting shall be scheduled during the week prior to the graduation weekend. Notice of the
place, date, time and agenda for each meeting shall be mailed to each member by the Director of the
LIS Program in advance.

In order to obtain maximum participation in the yearly meetings, the preferred method of meeting will
be via conference call. If a face-to-face meeting is required for all Council members, the iSchool will
offer to reimburse reasonable travel expenses.

MINUTES

Draft meeting minutes shall be distributed to members within 30 days of the meeting. Approval of the
minutes shall be the first item of business at the following meeting. All minutes will be kept on file in
the office of the Dean of the School of Information Studies.

BYLAWS

The initial bylaws were adopted by the Dean of the School of Information Studies and the Director of

the LIS Program on August 1, 2013. The bylaws and any amendments thereto may be adopted by a
majority vote of those present at any meeting.
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